No single product line accounts for our worsening position. We have lost ground in competition in automobiles, steel, machine tools, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, consumer electronics, memory chips, nuclear energy, and satellite launching.
The decay in the U.S. position has been proceeding for more than a decade. Because of its important deleterious effects, including lost jobs, the situation has been examined by the National Academy of Engineering (NAE). In a series of studies beginning in 1982, the NAE has conducted investigations of the global competitive status of U.S. industry.* As might be expected, the problems of no two industries were found to be exactly alike. However, some common features emerged. One handicap not mentioned in the report is the current public demand for a risk-free society. Such attitudes have increased costs of production in many industries, rendering them less competitive, and are likely to lead to our loss of leadership in biotechnology.
In view of the many factors contributing to our poor competitiveness, it should be clear that no single "quick fix" will suffice. Excellence in R&D, while necessary, is not sufficient. There are many weaknesses that must be addressed. In spite of these deficiencies, the members of the studies groups conclude on an optimistic note. 
